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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |3 Claim(s) 10-22 and 28-42 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 10-22 and 28-42 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)n None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



iO 

2D 
3D 



Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 178. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/18/03 
has been entered. 

2. The examiner notes that the claims (previous and added) still read on the 
Williams reference (U.S. Patent No. 5,945,988). The amended and newly added 
limitations still do not overcome the reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 10-22 and 28-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Williams et al. (U.S. Patent 5,945,988). 

Referring to claim 10, Williams discloses associating a value of a setting for a 
presentation device (see database 700 in Figure 7, which associates a volume setting 
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with a television (presentation device)) with each of a plurality of media input devices 
having media input signals in a multimedia system (see settings for a computer and 
audio components in Figure 7, also note that a plurality of media input devices are also 
disclosed by elements 1 1 0, 1 1 2, 1 06 and 1 1 4 in Figure 1 ). 

Williams also discloses selecting one of said media input signals for presentation 
to a user of said system (see Column 3, Lines 58-63 for a remote control 
communicating with the components of the system). 

Williams also discloses presenting said one media input signal to said user with 
the presentation device having the value of said setting associated with a corresponding 
media input device (see Column 5, Lines 39-62 for an example of presenting a channel 
(media input signal) to the user's television (presentation device) having a value stored 
in a user's profile stored in a database (see Figure 7), which relates settings to an input 
device). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Williams discloses a plurality of settings with each of said 
media input signals (in addition to "moderate volume" settings for the television/monitor 
102 can include "sports-type programming", "no blocking", and "no supplemental 
programming requested" disclosed at Column 5, Lines 51-53). 

Referring to claim 12, Williams discloses a data structure for holding said values 
for all of said settings (see user profile database 700 in Figure 7), and said structure 
having a separate entry for each of said media input signals (note that each column of 
the user profile database 700 in Figure 7 represents a different media input signal 
(television, computer, or audio components)). 
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Referring to claim 13, Williams discloses receiving a modification command from 
said user (see Column 7, Lines 52-57). Williams also discloses modifying the value of 
said setting for only said one media signal (see updating "appropriate" records of the 
user profile at Column 7, Lines 57-62). 

Referring to claim 14, see rejection of claim 10. 

Referring to claim 15, Williams discloses wherein each of said parameter entries 
holds multiple values ("CH", "VOL", "GENRE", etc. in Figure 7) each corresponding to a 
different presentation of media from said signals (different volume settings, and different 
television channels shown in Figure 7). 

Referring to claim 16, Williams discloses that a first group of parameter entries 
("TELEVISION") controls the presentation of media from a first output device 
(television/monitor 102, see default settings at Column 7, Lines 3-9), and a second 
group of said parameter entries ("AUDIO COMPONENTS") controls the presentation of 
media from a second output device (audio/video tuner and amplifier 110, see Column 7, 
Lines 9-1 1 ). The examiner notes that these citations disclose that the television/monitor 
102 is linked to the "TELEVISION" parameter entries in the user profile database, and 
the audio/video tuner and amplifier 1 1 0 is linked to the "AUDIO COMPONENT" 
parameter entries. 

Referring to claim 17, Williams discloses receiving a selection code from said 
user representing said one signal (see Column 3, Lines 60-63 for system components 
and wireless communication transmitter for communicating with the system components 
at Column 4, Lines 11-19). 
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Williams also discloses switching said one input signal to said one output device 
(see Column 4, Lines 8-19, which discloses that an I/O bus and system controller is 
used to control each entertainment device). Therefore, it is inherent that a user may 
switch the output from a television/monitor 102 to either a DVD player 1 14 or VCR 106 
(see Column 3, Lines 40-48 for "routing" input and output signals through the I/O bus 
108). 

Referring to claim 18, Williams discloses receiving a parameter code for 
modifying the value of said parameter for only a particular one of said input signals (see 
Column 7, Lines 57-60 for providing user inputs to the system). The user input is the 
"parameter code". 

Williams also discloses a modified value of said parameter in response to said 
code (see logging the user inputs at Column 7, Lines 57-60). The logging of inputs is 
the "modified value". 

Williams also discloses storing said modified parameter value in an entry of said 
table corresponding to said particular one input signal (see updating user preference 
information found in appropriate records of the user profile at Column 7, Lines 61-62). 

Williams also discloses presenting media from said selected signal to said output 
device in accordance with said modified parameter value (see display device 518 being 
a television at Column 12, Lines 30-31). It is inherent that the television will display the 
updated data in the user profile 700, for example if a change in the volume setting is 
selected, the next time the user views the particular, the volume might change from 
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moderate to low, based on the users previous configuration (see again Column 7, Lines 
52-62 for updating the user profile 700). 

Referring to claim 19, Williams discloses that the said particular one signal is one 
of said signals currently selected in response to the said selection command (see Joe 
User viewing either channel 2 or 7 at Column 5, Lines 49-55). 

Referring to claim 20, see rejection of claim 13. 

Referring to claim 21 , Williams discloses each of said table entries holds multiple 
values (different volumes) each corresponding to a different one of a plurality of 
parameters ("CH" or "VOL") associated with the presentation of media from said signals 
("TELEVISION" or "COMPUTER"). See Figure 7. 

Referring to claim 22, Williams discloses wherein said parameter code further 
specifies a particular one of said parameters as said parameter to be modified (see 
Column 3, Line 64 to show that the wireless I/O device is a wireless keyboard). A 
keyboard has multiple keys; therefore it is inherent that a keyboard can send a 
particular parameter depending on which key is pressed. For example, remote controls 
that are well known in the art have a channel up or down key, or a volume up or down 
key. 

Referring to claim 28, see rejection of claim 40 (below). 

Referring to claim 29, Williams discloses that the user input device is a keyboard 
having a number of buttons for producing said selection command (see wireless 
keyboard at Column 3, Line 64). It is inherent that a keyboard has more than one 
button. 
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Referring to claim 31 , Williams discloses that the input device is further adapted 
to produce a parameter modification command (user inputs at Column 7, Lines 54-55), 
and wherein said table is adapted to store a modified value of said parameter (logs 
each input at Column 7, Lines 54-55) in one of said table entries so as to affect the 
value of said parameter only for one of said media signals associated with said one 
table entry (see updating the user preference information found in the appropriate 
records of the user profile (Column 7, Lines 61-62). 

Referring to claim 32, Williams discloses that the input device has a number of 
buttons for producing said parameter modification command (see rejection of claim 29). 

Referring to claim 33, Williams discloses that the input device contains a wireless 
link such that said parameter modification command can be performed by said user 
from a position from which said output device is normally viewed (see rejection of claim 
29, which also shows wireless link). 

Referring to claim 34, Williams discloses that the parameter of said output signal 
is audio volume (see Column 7, Line 59). 

Referring to claim 35, Williams discloses that the parameter of said output signal 
is color (see Column 7, Line 59). 

Referring to claim 36, Williams discloses an output device (see element 518 in 
Figure 5). 

Referring to claim 37, Williams discloses that the output device is a video monitor 
(see Column 5, Line 43). 
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Referring to claim 38, Williams discloses that the output device can be a sound 
system (see Column 5, Line 42). 

Referring to claim 39, Williams discloses a DVD player (see Column 3, Line 42). 

Referring to claim 40, Williams discloses a plurality of media devices, each 
providing a different media signal (see devices 110, 112, 114 and 106 in Figure 1). 

Williams also discloses a presentation device having parameters for controlling 
the presentation of media signals received from the media devices (see element 102 in 
Figure 1 for presenting a media signal and Figure 7 for a database 700 that has 
parameters (user profiles) that controls the media signals (from a television or 
computer) received from media devices (see devices 1 10, 1 12, 1 14 and 106 in Figure 

1)). 

Williams also discloses a user input device responsive to said user for selecting a 
media device and media signal from the media device (see Column 3, Lines 60-63 for a 
user input device communicating with media devices and Column 7, Lines 20-33 for 
selecting a channel from the grid, where only channels from preferred media devices 
are presented, therefore the user is selecting a media signal from a specific media 
device). 

Williams also discloses a switch coupled to the media devices and presentation 
device for transmitting a selected one of the media signals to the presentation device in 
response to the selection command (see bus 108 in Figure 1 and Column 4, Lines 8-15 
for routing media signals from the media devices (see devices 110, 112, 114 and 106 in 
Figure 1 ) to the presentation device (TV 102 in Figure 1 )). 
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Williams also discloses a table having a plurality of entries each holding values of 
the parameters for the presentation device based on the media device providing the 
media signal (see database 700 for holding a plurality of entries (volume, genre, etc.) 
each holding values (o, +, -, etc.) of the parameters of the presentation device (what the 
value will be for TV 102 in Figure 1 (o, +, -)) based on the media device providing the 
signal (television, computer or audio component)). 

Williams also discloses a processor responsive to said selection command for 
accessing said values from said table (see element 104 in Figure 1 and Column 5, 
Lines -67 and Column 6, Lines 1-7), said values being in an entry corresponding to the 
media device providing the selected media signal (see again volume setting for a 
television and the different setting for multiple media devices in database 700 in Figure 
7). 

Williams also discloses an output controller (element 104 in Figure 1 ) coupled to 
said output device (see element 106 in Figure 1 ) for applying values to the presentation 
device (the monitor 102) such that the media signal is presented in accordance with the 
parameters (see again Column 4, Lines 5-19 for controlling a VCR 106 (output device) 
coupled to system controller 104 (output controller) through a system bus 108, which 
outputs video signals to a television monitor 102). 

Referring to claims 41 and 42, see rejection of claim 40. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 09/002,990 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2611 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams 
et al. in view of Official Notice. 

Referring to claim 30, Williams discloses that the system includes a data 
processor coupled to the output device for presenting signals to be presented thereon 
(see element 502 in Figure 5 coupled to the display device 518 through a bus, which 
executes programming instructions at Column 12, Lines 60-61), and wherein said 
keyboard also includes an array of data-entry keys for the data processor (see rejection 
of claim 29 for a keyboard having multiple buttons or keys). Also note an operating 
system capable of executing a GUI interface (see Column 14, Lines 46-48). The 
examiner takes Official Notice that operating systems run on microprocessors in a 
computer system for the purpose of managing a multitude of functions across a 
computer system (both graphical and I/O based). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P Salce whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1824. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8am-6pm (every other Friday 
off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-5359. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4700. 

Decent 14*, 2003 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



